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Alexander Gardner 
 
Born in Scotland in 1821, Alexander Gardner 
worked in the grocery business with his family, 
apprenticed as a jeweler, became the publisher of 
the Glasgow Journal, and trained as a photo-
grapher. After immigrating to New York in 1856, 
he worked with Mathew Brady, introducing the 
latest techniques in wet plate photography. 
 
Alexander Gardner is best known for his Civil War 
photography. He was instrumental in capturing 
the first real battlefield photographs ever taken. 
Working from his gallery in Washington DC, he 
had 7 separate sittings with President Lincoln 
(more than any other photographer). He also 
documented details of Lincoln’s assassination and 
the capture and execution of the conspirators. 
 
Shortly after the Civil War, the Kansas Pacific Rail-
road employed Alexander Gardner to document 
the possible routes for new rail service in Kansas 
and points west.  
 
Alexander Gardner became the primary Washing-
ton photographer for visiting Indian delegations. 
He was also invited to travel to the West to record 
the signing of major treaties. 
 
In 1871 Gardner dedicated his time to the bet-
terment of his fellows through work with the 
Masonic Relief organization and other charities. 
 
 

A True 19th Century Renaissance Man 
 

Presentation Options 
 Performance including 30 to 45 minute pres-

entation with question and answer time. 
 

 
 

 Sit-down Interactive Discussion with Alex Gardner 
on the development of photojournalism and the 
ethics of selecting and arranging what is imaged. 

 

 
 

 Demonstration and training in stereo photography 
 

 
 

Presentations can be tailored for 4th Grade 
through Adult. 

Alexander Gardner is available to speak on a 
variety of topics:  

 Alexander Gardner - a man made for the 
times in which he lived. 

 Civil War Battlefields – after the battle is not a 
pleasant time and place. 

 Photographing President Lincoln – sittings 
from pre-election through assassination and 
execution of the conspirators. 

 The Birth of Photojournalism – does history 
make the image or does the image make 
history? 

 Recording the West – Kansas Pacific Railroad 
survey and photographing Indians. 

 Early Photography – an exercise in chemistry 
and patience. 

 Stereophotography – how do we really see 
depth? 

 

Alexander Gardner is performed by Doug 
McGovern, photographer, teacher, and engineer. 
Doug McGovern supports this presentation with 
recreations of the camera, stereoscopes, and 
stereo pictures from the early days of photogra-
phy and the photo documentation of the Civil 
War. 
 

For further details and booking information,  
Doug McGovern 
100 West 20th Avenue,  
Hutchinson, Kansas 67502 
620 662-2247 
demcgovern@AliveWithHistory.com 
www.AliveWithHistory.com 
 

Member of the  
Kansas Alliance of Professional Historic Performers 

http://www.historicperformers.com 
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